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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tue interest of all parties in the Church of England has been of late directed to 
Convocation. Both Houses of the Province of Canterbury having obtained “ letters 
of business” from the Crown, have once more re-assembled in their ancient 

place at Westminster, and the exciting questions which now divide and agitate the 
Church have come up before them in a practical and urgent form. It has long been 
understood that, in this present session of that body, and in view of the fact that the 
time rapidly approaches when the Public Worship Regulation Act will have the 
force of law, the -revision of the rubrics, specially in relation to the symbolic and 
crucial questions of the eastward position and the Eucharistic vestments, would 
be a matter for the most serious debate. The Ritualistic party have long been 
labouring to obtain the sanction of Convocation to their innovations in respect of the 
Communion—innovations which they and their opponents alike regard as possessing 
peculiar significance; as designed, in fact, to shadow forth, or rather to hold up to 
view, in no doubtful or uncertain light, those materialistic views of the real pre- 
sence in the Sacrament against which the Reformers of the sixteenth century 
protested, and which true Protestants condemn as alike contrary to reason and to 
Scripture, as destructive of the spirituality of the religion of the Son of God, and as 
opposed to the New Testament doctrine that His sacrifice for sinners was offered once 
for all. The efforts of the Romanizing party, quickened no doubt by the appre- 
hensions which last year’s Act of Parliament cannot fail to have excited in their 
ranks, have so far been successful that of Dr. Bickersteth’s Select Committee of 
twenty-eight in the Lower House of Convocation, no less than twenty have sub- 
scribed their names to a report which recommends that explicit sanction should be 
given to the present diversity of practice! In other words, a majority of this com- 
mittee, which was appointed to inquire into and report upon the whole subject, is 
prepared to recommend that concessions of the most important and fundamental 
nature should be made to that party in the Church which denounces the Reforma- 
tion and avowedly regards it alike as a blunder and acrime. Under the plea of 
the comprehensiveness of the English Church, they are ready to give their approval 
to two contradictory views of her most important and suggestive ordinance! This 
recommendation, and the arguments by which it is upheld, have been the subjects of 
satirical and well-deserved criticism in the columns of the leading journal. The 
inconsistency and the lack of reverence for truth involved in this proposed recog- 
nition of two mutually incompatible, doctrines on a topic so important, are indeed 
patent and manifest to all, and, one would think, need only to be pointed out to be 


condemned. Against the course proposed by this committee, however, eight dis-— 
sentients raise their voices. Seven of these unite in protest on a common ground, 
the eighth (no less a personage than the Archdeacon of Taunton) strikes a jarring 


and discordant note. Archdeacon Denison, it seems, regards a state of things in- 
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volving “doubt and difficulty” in relation to the interpretation of the rubrics as prefer- 
able to attempts at legislation to make their meaning more definite. Other reasons for 
dissenting from the report of the majority the Vicar of East Brent assigns, but this 
is first and foremost in his view. Very different are the groundson which the other 
seven protestors take their united and consistent stand. They regard the suggested 
changes as a most unwise and indefensible concession to the encroachments and 

of the Ritualists. They are especially opposed to them as being without 
security that they will not be regarded by the people as a sanction given by authority 
to the distinctive tenets and practices of Rome. They believe also that a majority 
of the clergy are hostile to them, and that the minority will, by such changes, be 
aided in their efforts to impose new forms and modes of worship on unwillipg and 
remonstrant congregations. Another objection is of great weight. The minority 
peroeive that to sanction such diversities and contradictions will, when the Public 
Worship Act comes into operation, largely transfer to parishes and churches the 
decision upon vexed and doubtful questions which are now argued and decided in 
the courts of law; and that, in this way, bitterness of feeling and local irritations 
will be aggravated and increased. We are not surprised that the Lower House, 
having discussed the first portion of the report of their committee, have substantially 
adopted their recommendation to render the eastward position legal. But the attitade 
taken by the Upper House tends to mitigate the alarm felt at the proceedings in the 
Lower. The Bishops have evidently come to the conclusion that any change in the 
rubrics at a time like this would be fraught with peril ; they have therefore apparently 


_ resolved to maintain the status quo. So far as we can yet judge, these counsels 


seem likely to prevail. If so, i®is clear that no party in the Ohurch will be 
satisfied, and that earnest and uncompromising Protestants will have no fresh 
guarantees against Ritualistic or Romanizing aggression other than may be afforded 
by the operation of the Public Worship Act. Things, however, might have been 
worse ; and it is so far satisfactory to know that such changes as find favour in the 
Lower House of Convocation are sure to be rejected by the British Parliament and 
people. 


Whilst revision of the rubrics seems so little likely to make progress here, 
it is satisfactory to find that the disestablished Church of Ireland has set itself in 
earnest to the reformation of its Prayer-book in a truly Protestant direction. The 
Ritualistic spirit has never gained that power in the Protestant Church of Ireland 
which it has acquired so unmistakably in England. This fact is, no doubt, mainly 


due to the presence.in the sister country, side by side with the Established Church, 


and for so long a period of time, of the Re:nish Church itself, with its full develop- 
ment of doctrine and all its organized machinery. The two Churches, by the force 
of circumstances, have assumed a position of natural antagonism, more marked and 
incisive than in England; and there has therefore obviously been far less danger of 
the doctrines or mode of worship of the one finding favour or gaining entrance within 
the pale or precincts of the other. The once “ United Church of England and Ire- 


_ land” had, however, the same Prayer-book, and those parts of it which were open to 


more than one interpretation—especially such formularies as might be supposed to 
admit uf a meaning favourable to Romish error—are now in Ireland to be modified 
in such sort as that none shall doubt their import to be Evangelical. Amongst other 
changes are a new preface to the Book of Common Prayer, a protest to be appended 
to the Communion Service against the doctrine of transubstantiation in every form, the 


_ omission of certain portions of the Athanasian Creed, both in relation to its doctrinal 


and its damnatory clauses, and the elimination of priestly absolution from the Office 
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for the Visitation of the Sick. That our Irish brethren may be wisely guided and 
directed in a matter so important, and that the divine blessing may rest on this 
attempt to purify their Church from the slightest apparent vestiges of Romish error, 
will be the’ hearty desire and prayer of all true Protestants of every name. We note 
that in Convocation the Bishop of Lincoln bas called attention to these proceedings 
of the Synod of the Church of Ireland, and that he professes to regard them with 
apprehension and dismay. He seems almost to consider that the action of the Irish 
Church will endanger, or at least complicate, the friendly relations between the two 
Churches of England and Ireland, and that a case has well-nigh been made out for 
interference on the part of the former. The Bishop is, no doubt, mortified that such 
decisive action against the principles of which he himself is the champion should be 
taken by the Episcopal Church in the sister country. It is satisfactory, however, to 
observe that the general feeling of the English bishops, as expressed on the occasion, 
was decidedly against all interference with the self-government of a Church which, 
although in many respects allied to, if not identified with, that of England, is for all 
practical purposes wholly distinct and absolutely independent of its jurisdiction. 


The elevation of Archbishop Manning to the dignity of Cardinal continues to 
be a fruitful theme for public discussion. That as one of the leading champions of 
that Ultramontane policy which now reigns undisputed at the Vatican, Dr. Manning | 
was well entitled to the honour, there can be no question. From the Papal point | 
of view, no dignitary of the Romish Church has done more to uphold the spiritual : | 
authority, to vindicate the temporal power, and to advance the most extreme 
pretensions of the “ Holy See.” Others, like the Prussian bishops now in prison, may 
have suffered more on behalf of those pretensions, but no man has more unmistakably 
proved his devotion to_them and his firm persuadh of their truth, than that 
Englishman who is now a member of the Sacred College. To us, however, this 
promotion of Dr. Manning presents itself in a truly melancholy light. It is, in our 
judgment, sad to reflect that a man of his undoubted ability, intelligence, and zeal— 
a man brought up in Protestant society, and having an early acquaintance with the 
Word of God—should have wandered so grievously astray from the simplicity of the 
faith that is in Christ. Dr. Manning’s history, from our point of view, conveys an 
of the grace that is of God alone. “Sacramental efficacy,” so called, was indeed the 
rock on which the once Archdeacon of Chichester made shipwreck of his Protestant Sr - 
belief. He left the Church of England because he found that she did not require 
her clergy to hold, unreservedly and universally, the doctrine of regeneration by 
baptism. One of Dr. Manning’s first public acts since his elevation has peculiar 
significance, ‘His inauguration of a new church at Canterbury, in memory of 
Thomas aBecket, the Ultramontane prelate of a former age, is another proof, if that 
were wanting, that he will never shrink from upholding im the face of Protestant 
England the most extravagant and outrageous assumptions of the Papacy. 


By the death of Dr, Robert Buchanan, the Free Church of Scotland has been 
deprived of one of the most eminent ministers, and one of the foremost and most 
influential men, in her communion. His practical sagacity, his Christian ian earnestness 
and zeal, his loving sympathy, the warm interest he took in all public matters 
affecting the well-being of the Church,—alike contributed to the singularly high 
place he occupied in the estimation of his brethren. His remarkable power of con- 
In ecclesinatioal: matters: his judgment was regarded by all with whom he came in~ 
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contact, and by the great bulk of the members of his own communion, almost as 
decisive, and indicative of the right course to be pursued on all the leading questions 
of the day.” For many years he had been the pastor of the Free College Church at 
Glasgow, the congregation of which now mourns the loss of one of the most eminent, 
faithful, and devoted ministers of the Master whom he served. His unexpected 
removal has created a blank in the Evangelical circles of Scotland which will not 
be soon or easily filled up. His life, as has well been said, was marked alike by 
careful, anxious thought, by earnest purpose, and by energetic performance. 


The evangelistic services of Messrs. Moody and Sankey continue to be a source 
and centre of attraction to thousands of all classes in various districts of the 
metropolis. The great work in which our American brethren are engaged is still 
prosecuted with undiminished energy and zeal. Their head-quarters, so to speak, 
are now removed to Eastern London, yet meetings, whether for preaching, for Bible- 
reading, or for prayer, still continue to be held both in the northern and the western 
districts. Arrangements are also being made for their sojourn in the southern 
district ; and it is now certain that, wheresoever they may go, their ministrations will 
be attended by multitudes from all sections of society, who will thus be brought 
under the sound of the Gospel, preached without any adventitious or artificial aids, 
bat with all possible simplicity, earnestness, and power. The prayer-meetings - 
continue to be crowded, and numbers present themselves in the inquiry-rooms for 
guidance and instruction. We are glad, too, to note that whilst the aid and 
co-operation of “ Christian workers ” is earnestly solicited, discrimination is exercised 
in their selection for the all-important duty of giving counsel’ and advice to the 
inquirers. The work of our brethren as a whole has now been before the Churches 
of Christ in this country long enough for Christian men to estimate correctly its 
nature and results. The judgment which, by common consent, has been pronounced 
is favourable, and the American evangelists have been heartily welcomed, as they 
deserved to be, both by Christian ministers and laymen, as brethren and fellow- 
helpers in the Lord. 


~ The Prussian Cabinet, in its reply to the memorial or petition of the Prussian 


_ laws, they suppose themselves to suffer, has ably and triumphantly vindicated itself 


from the charge of persecution, or of requiring from the clergy of the Church of 
Rome any abnegation or denial whatever of any portion of their faith. All that the 
Government demands, whether of Roman Catholics or any other of its subjects, is that 
in civil matters, and whatever be their religious belief, they should render an 
undivided and loyal allegiance to law. No creed is prohibited by the recent laws, 
no restrictions imposed either on preaching or on worship. Romanists may hold and 
proclaim whatever doctrines they please, but they must not ignore or set at nought 
the rightful jurisdiction of the civil power. The Government point out that they 
have never required of the Romish clergy any obedience other than that which in 
other States, and in almost all periods of the history of the Church, ecclesiastics have 
found it possible and quite compatible with their consciences to render. In the last 
paragraph of this remarkable document, the contumacious bishops are reminded that 
it is their own fault if State aid to the Romish Church bas been withdrawn. It is, 
indeed, manifestly unreasonable that those who refuse obedience to the State should 
complain that the State will no longer pay their stipends. But the point and sting 
of the reproof lies in this, that many of these very bishops, before the promulgation 


of the ‘Vatican resolutions, foresaw the evils and dissensions that, were likely to arise - 


; Bishops, representing the various grievances which, under the present ecclesiastical 
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from them, and openly declared their views. And the Government now appeals to 
them on the ground that, had they but firmly maintained these their convictions, 
distarbance which themselves warningly prophesied,” and which the 


Surprise has in nome quarters been expressed that the Government of Germany 
should have thought it worth while to address a remonstrance to Belgium on the 
subject of Ultramontane conspiracies within its borders against the Berlin Govern- 
ment, and the peace and well-being of the empire of Germany itself. It has been 
regarded as somewhat overbearing in the Berlin Cabinet to call Belgium to account 
for deeds done by subjects of that State which were altogether unsanctioned by its 
rulers. The German remonstrance has had the effect of drawing forth a spirited 
reply, in which Belgium declares that she has never forgotten the obligations which | 
her neutrality involves, and re-asserts both her neutrality and independence in the | 
strongest terms at her command. This, of course, might have been expected, yet | 


none the less is it probable that Belgium will henceforward keep a stricter watch on 
the proceedings of the Ultramontanes who owe to her allegiance, and prevent her 
neutral soil from being the theatre of plots against the German Power, even though 
those plots should not be of much importance in themselves. It has been urged that 
the object of the Berlin Government was a sinister one, and that it cherishes designs 
against Belgian independence. In reply, we may observe that had this been so, the 
Bismarck Cabinet would probably have presented no remonsirance at all, but have . | 
allowed things to go on till the friendly relations between the two States were | 
seriously compromised. 


Our friends of the Reformed Church of France are now passing through a most 2 in 
trying and anxious crisis in their history. It will be remembered how, when the ri 
liberty of synodical action, after a long period of painful suspension, was restored to s 
that Church by the French Government, it became manifest that the Evangelical 
party in that communion had received of late a large accession both in numbers and 
in strength, and that the infinence of the Rationalists, for so many years in the Bit 
ascendant, ‘was now proportionably upon the wane. To this state of things the | 
Rationalistic party itself has shown a determination in no way to submit, and has ‘ 
resorted to every possible means to regain its lost dominion. Finding themselves in 
& minority in the Synod, they withdrew en masse, protesting against all that might 
be done or enacted in their absence; and the majority having adopted an Evan- | 
gelica] declaration as the basis of the faith of the Reformed Church, and obtained for 7 
it in due time the legal recognition of the State, adherence to the same was required | 7 
of all voters at the consistorial elections. Notwithstanding this, however, in those | 

districts of the country where the Rationalists still possess the upper hand, a number 
of consistorial elections took place in absolute defiance of the law, many persons 
voting who not only had not subscribed the declaration required of each voter both 
by the Synod and the State, but who openly refused to do so, and made a boast of 
their refusal. The Evangelical party justly deny the validity of these elections. 
Meanwhile, however, great changes have taken place in the condition and govern- 
ment of France ; the chief attention both of the people and its rulers has been con- 
centrated on matters of intense political interest and moment ; the affairs of the 
Reformed Church have been thrown into the shade, and no final judgment pro- 
nounced on the matter in dispute. Now, however, when the time for the election 
of a fresh Synod is drawing on, the consistories whose legality is not only denied 


great truths of Scripture for the maintenance and extension of which the fathers and 


countless traditions by which the faith of Christ has been obscured, and the cold 
negations of a creed in which Christ himself, as the Saviour of men, finds no place 
at all. This she cannot do unless her own faith is settled and established—unless 
she is prepared to contend for all which the Word of God reveals to us as true, as 
well as against all which both that word and human reason show to be false, and of 
man’s invention only. Her Evangelical members well know this, and a orisis like 
the present fills them with anxiety and fear. That divine hand which has more than 
once interposed on their behalf can, nowever, put forth its strength for them again. 
May our friends be abundantly sustained in this their time of trial, and the issue of 
the matter be manifestly to God's glory and the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom ! 
THE FIRST OF MAY.* 
- Behold, I create new heavens, and a new earth.”—Isa. Irv. 17. 


RewEwAL—is not this the great word which everywhere meets us, when we must 


‘again enter upon that month of the year which, notwithstanding many disappoint- 
ments, is yet the fairest of them all, and named the festival month of spring? And 
well may it be so termed, whene’er we cast our eye on the great change which the 
kingdom of Nature shows us at every step. What a contrast between what existed 
- only a few weeks ago and that which is now, or at least is daily i 

out of darkness, life from the dead, renewed enjoyment in the soul, which often feels 
itself as if made young again on the contemplation of the glories of creation! When 
do we ever more heartily than now peruse this lovely song of spring: “ The winter 
is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and-the voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land”? 
(Solomon's Song ii. 11, 12.). However great the difference may be between a spring 


day in the Holy Land and in our cloudy West, yet still we rejoice that we.can here» 


again contemplate the renewal of the face of the earth around us, because each day 


character, as opposed alike to the medimval superstitions of the Church of Rome 


makes us witnesses 0: « new and striking revelation. “I create new heavens, and — 


new earth,” cries the Almighty Maker to us, as with a loud voice, through His 


* From “ The Year of Salvation. Words of Lifefor Every Day.” By J. J. Van Oostersee, D:D. 
Edinburgh : T. and T. Clark: | 
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) | by the Evangelicals, but authoritatively disallowed by the Minister 
| iM appealed against his decision to the Council of State. The elections have been 
| therefore postponed. Another strenuous snd desperste effort will be mals © 
the declaration, and re-impose upon 
great calamity for France. In that coumtry, above all others, is it needful that Pro- 
and the atheistic principles of modern belied hould be everywher 2D. 
known and read of all. Since the days of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
France has passed through various phases in her moral and religious history. She 
has oscillated between the equally disastrous extremes of a grovelling superstition 
and a rampant infidelity, each acting and reacting on the other. The great bulk of 
the people have never known, and have therefore never valued, Gospel truth. Yet 
this alone is the panacea which can cure the many evils of their social state, and 
permanently raise and ennoble the character of this great nation as a whole. It is 
| the mission of the Reformed Church in their midst to protest alike against the 
a 
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works, even as He once spake to Abraham His friend : “Leck up now. to heaven.” 
How much is that man to be pitied who has no eye and heart for the beauties of 
Nature, from which Job, David, and Isaiah have borrowed their finest emblems, and 
to which the Saviour Himself incessantly pointed His disciples! But how pitiable 
also is he—and in our day the number of such is not decreasing—who can rave about 
the beauties of Nature, and examine her laws, and admire her power, without at the 
same time xeverentially baring the head before the glorious mame which stands 
written im the Sowers of the field and in the stars of the firmament! What is 

vat Natare without spirit, power without artificer, and law which is not exercised by a 
superior independent will! Ah! the highest enjoyment of Nature is lost to him for 
whom it is indeed an invisible workshop, but not, above all, a holy temple, wherein 
man must feel and show himself a priest ere he can reign as king over creation. Nay, 
just in this to us consists the beanty of the order of the seasons, because it is a clear 
reflection of an eternally active Spirit, and at the same time of an undying heart, from 
which streams forth incessantly new light, new love, new life for millioms of crea- 
tures. Whether we behold the spring for the twentieth or for the sixtieth time in 
its awakening radiance, so much power and wisdom, so much love and truth are 
shown us in the greatest and the smallest of its effects, that the song of the sacred 
writer must be ours morning and evening : dard my Ged, Thou art very 
Thou art clothed with henour and majesty.” (Ps. civ. 1.) 

Only when the heart is thus attuned is the ear opened to the earnest preaching 
which reviving Nature sounds aloud to us. “ Behold, I create new heavens, and a 
new earth,” says God; and the really good man beholds in every return of spring 
the striking emblem of his glorious destiny on earth, but at the same time the pre- 
sage of his infallible hope for eternity. Ah! what is even the severest winter com- 2 | 
’ pared with the winter of sin which by nature reigns in every unrenewed mind ; and . | 
what would become of us if in a higher sense the words of the pealmist were not ful- | 
filled: “Thou sendeth forth Thy Spirit, they are created: and Thou renewest the ref 
face of the earth”! (Ps. civ. 30.) But just this is the consoling sermon of Nature— 5 
it points us to a Power to which, moreover, in the little world within, nothing is too i 
great and too marvellous: to a breath of life, which can melt the thickest crust of ice — / 
around the sinful heart. Do we know already by our own experience something 
of the meaning of that passage: “You hath He quickened, who were dead in tres- q 
passes and sins”? If not, ah! then, may this spring be to us in the fullest sense the 4 
morning hour of a new life, through the transforming power of grace! “The voice . 
of the turtle dove is heard in the land:” the month of May brings us at the same > if 
time nearer to the feast of Pentecost: let us not close our ears to its summons, and = | 
the brightness of a fairer hope shall rise to our view. He who by the light of this | 
spirit opens the book of creation, reads this day everywhere the prophecy of this new a | 
beautiful spring morning compared to that which faith may expect, whenever the A | 
first things shall have passed away, and all things have become new?“ And this 
Spring shall assuredly come : it 
ends not in eternity, O Christian 
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;” | instances passing in different parts of the land, 


and added, “Tell the gentleman who sent | but we hear 
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\ 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTEX DOM, 


Cling fast to Jesus Christ, and to him only 


May 1, 1878.) 
me the Bible that I will thank him for it in | tinue in prayer 


heaven.” 


| 
| 


~ 
~ 
$ 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 
? 
t 
e 
| 


yap EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 143 

the years 1849, 1850, 1858, and 1553, « ears, for the Protestant churches here, in Rome, | 
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[This letter been forwarded to our 
Correspondent, has elicited from him the fol- 


g 


Pe 


a§ 


shi 


and 


church, and that he might as well 
at St. Peter's; all it wanted was 
be a full-blown Popish chapel. And he, 
heard the same doctrine, which seems to be a 
favourite one: ‘It is good, to come and con- 


body and blood of Christ.’” 

Thus far my informant, whom I think it 
right to bring face to face with “4M. A.” on 
subject which profoundly grieves so many 
British travellers winter after winter, and for 
which there seems to be no remedy whatever 


left to champions at home of the 
is in.Jesus; but first I call the earnest at- 


side of the National Chureh, to the ples of 


Popery, then so much the worse, I say, for — 
Further, “M. A.” is so sure of his ground — 
that he unchurches without scruple all ex- 
cellent Christians who differ from him. Are 
the Evangelicals prepared to be cast forth as 
unworthy sons of the Church? What says 
“M. A.” to the loud protest recently uttered 
by twenty-six bishops of the Church against 
And secondly, as a British subject and 
Christian, I protest against’ the scandal to our 


before the child in the Baptiamal 
Service; of Holy Communion in the exact 
words of the Catechism. The word “cor 
ie poreally” was not used by me in the sermon. 
! Perhaps the writer has no knowledge of our 
te Prayer-book, or she would not have described 
| such teaching as “ Popish.” If, however, she 
has such knowledge, she can have no claim 
: to be considered a member of the English 
f hotel told me be had been to 
lowing reply :] 
| f In reference to the above, my informant, 
who is a gentleman of Christian intelligence 
and high standing, writes :-— 
; & “1 was amused with the doubt which the | fess to the priest, who, ha heard all, can 
; F writer casts on the sex of your correspondent, | give absolution, after which you can approach 
| th all my 
be con- 
the one 
all such 
ver Eng- 
ma but exposure and indignant protest. I do 
. oF not stay to notice that “ M. A.” has no denial to 
; | as make of the bowing at the name of the Virgin 
uf and the frequent crossing of themselves by 
the worshippers in his church, nor do I 
} care to argue. as to the meaning of words in 
ti the services of the Church, which can be safely 
“*M. A’ may not have used the actual 
) word corporrally. I wrote that word because | tention of British Christians, inside and. out- 
! it expressed what he said, that ‘in the holy ee 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the real body ' e g 
and blood of Christ was visibly present.’ | doctrines and practices in the Church of Eng- 
H Touching absolution, ‘M. A.’ did not employ | land by sheltering himself within the terms 
‘the exact words used every day in our | 
/ Church,’ for he said, ‘It is good to confess | believe him to be in the wrong. But if he is 
! your sins {not to God, but by implication] to | correct, the sooner the startling circumstance 
| the priest, who has power to remit them ;’ | is made patent, the better. If the formularies 
| 


foolish mummeries against which our glorious 


that reach me, that the sound isa distinctly 
Popish one. Im the name of all that is 
honourable, “M. A.” belongs to the opposite 


camp, and should serve under his true colours. 


* 
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ing to know that 15 
colporteurs, 10 ites 


Alliance in Rome, Florence, and Milan, is a 
hopeful sign for the future, as the different 
sections of the Christian Church appear 
have entered warmly into the movement.” 


SWITZERLAND. 
_— RATIONALISM IN THE PROTESTANT CHURCH OF BASL 


The publication of the “Pastor's Farewell” 
in your numbers for Febraary and March has 


now required to ask him simply, “ Do you 
undertake to educate this child in the Ohris- 
That this change 
right 


| 
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Protestant country and our Protestant faith 
which goes on in the church outside the | 
Porta del Popolo of Rome. If there is « 49 are school- | 
place on earth where we should hear the ring | masters, and the remaining 23 are 
of the true metal, it is precisely in Rome, the ee . 
head-quarters of those unscriptural tenets and has | 
to be serious hin- 
ancestors protested with their lives and sub- of the attendance at | 
stance, and raised our country to the foremost in Rome, Milan, 
and genuine Christianity. The trumpet of with- 
| “M. A” not only gives out a vague and un- wealthy friends will 
but I am ashamed to say, from all Naples, it will be a 
life, particularly in Sicily and i 
EE | towns in the north of Italy. In 
WALDENSIAN OBURCH MISSIONS. spread of the Gospel is that the 
(Prem the last Report of the Commits have been planted since the 
aid of the Fund for Waldensian Missions.] | of the Gospel, have been too 
The progress of the Gdspel in Italy in| in one locality instead of 
connection with the Waldenaian Commission | throughout the city, and that there has Hl ! 
proceeds quietly but steadily. In the course | a tendency on the part of some denominations 
of the year 180 persons were received as/| to bid for members from other churches, than 
communicants, chiefly from the Church of | which nothing can be more injurious to the 
Rome, and there were besides under instruc- | converts themselves, besides neutralizing the 
tion 367 candidates for admission. The esta- 
There are in all 76 places where the/blishment of a branch of the Evangelical 
Gospel is preached—namely, 33 churches, 13 if 
mission stations, and 30 towns or villages | 
visited more or less regularly by the evan- | 
gelists. Of the 97 men employed as labourers | 
by the Waldensian Commission, it is interest- it 
resulted in my receiving from Basle a copy 
of a declaration which the majority of the a 
clergy of that city put forth, as long ago as : 
the 18th of November, 1873, on the occasion 
of the promulgation of the decree of the 
Grand Council. I do not wish to make any 
unreasonable demands on your space, which 
I know to be fully engaged. I think it is 
but fair to these men—who, though they did | 
; not see their way to the straightforward course 
adopted by Mr. Riggenbach, are yet earnest 
and faithful workers in the same cause which | doctrines of Unbris bey therelore deciare 
is dear to us all—to give some notion of the “ Christian 
und which at present occupy. . ill themselves mean nothing 
short of “the faith once delivered to the 
y used, addressing the father bringing his | given parent. | 
child for baptiam, to say,“ Do you undertake| It is, after all, but compromise, eamly 
to educate this child in this faith ?” they are| evaded, and which, like a | 


WITH ROME 
ig 
Falda have addressed 
ion to the 


——, April 19, 1875. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 


assumed new 
assembled at 
give his 


from the 
that they onl 


strong 


3 


Laws ; the Articles 15, 16, and 18, 


the liberty of the Church, were 
Now the Government has laid a Bi 
the Houses abolishing those articles 


Mr. Smith’s simple and unaffected style of 


, because a | address won the hearts of his listeners; they 


majority in our Parliaments give up now, one 
by ome, the safeguards of liberty 


party certainly opposed 


all felt that he had truly experienced the 


true liberty makes 


The 


spoke to others. It 


words of the | blessings of which he 


use of these privileges. 


Constitution had no very 


they felt 


essing to many; 
was not teaching a new doc- 


so we | was a season of bl 


practical effect ; 


— 


Evangelicals can see them taken out without | that Mr. Smith 
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i The! I may add, that I am informed that, in 
all, but answer to the invitation of many Christians in 
14 rational- | Basle, Mr. Riggenbach will resume work for 
: may, with | the Lord there, in « few days, in s position 
understand independent of State control. 

the words in the sense confessedly intended Yours faithfally, 
by the Legislature. But let us not withhold J. G. Harumay. 
sympathy from true men in a difficult position. | 
GERMANY. 
a much loss on our part. 
of Rome, this alteration 
THE sTRUGG ment is in onder to open 
severe laws. It 

one other 

rious orders and 
during the 
withdra 

ment that the bishops declare it im- 

} to obey laws which they obey in 

puntries without scruple. They then . 

hat thé payment by the State had | ards into German; 

. ce, like all other salaries, with the | and private meetings, where translation was 
pod condition that the bishops and/| not necessary, in the mornings. On the 

| priests, like all other subjects, would obey | morning of one dsy there was a conference as 

: the laws of the State. If now the bishops | to the best way in which to increase religious 
q predict a sad state of confusion, they might | life in Germany. 
| remembef that they had done the same at the} The sympathy with which Mr. Smi 
Vatican Council when opposing the Infalli- | met was very great on all sides ; 

. bility, and that the present troubles might | of Evangelical and of Strict L 
; have been avoided if they had then remained | attended the meetings, and ¢ 
t firm. their sanction by taking an 

The petition and the answer have been| them. Christians from the 
officially published by our Government. At| pressly to Berlin for the days 
the same time, our legislation is going on. | meetings were held. As the 
Your readers will remember that in 1873 it | the Evangelical Society proved 
was necessary to change our Constitution in| for the numbers who'sought adi 
order to allow scope for the so-called May | Emperor allowed the use of the 
securing | Church for holding the meetings. . Smt 
ified. | was permitted to stand in one of the pulpits 
1 detows of our Established Church : it is somewhat 
ther. | novel, indeed, but we ought to rejoice that it : 
| It is, indeed, remarkable how the Liberal | was possible. 
| 
| | 


State urch, in the use of compulsory con- 
fessions of faith at the confirmation legally 


5. The demoralization arising in Germany 
from its having been the principal theatre of 
European 
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trine, but that he only called for greater 8. State aid to rationaliatic organizations. ) 
attention to one part of the old seriptural doo- 9. Roman Catholicism in South Germany. , | 
trine. If we search for that which opened the 10. The overthrow of several celebrated ba 
door to the words of the foreign preacher, we German of 
must ascribe it greatly to the present stats ot 11. The unrest of the age in 
things. It is sad, but cannot denied, that | most, from the scquisition of new facts in | 
the spirit of iniquity is growing in Germany ; many, departments of thought. 
the nation, as such, seems to tarp from Among the proofs of the decline of the 
Christianity. hore is on the whole great | power of Rationalism in the universities, the . | 
dissatisfaction among German Christians with following facts are noticed :— 
what is going on in our public life, as well 1. That in the German universities the ra- ; 
as great displeasure at our Church Govern- tionalistic lecture-rooms are now empty and 
ment. There is a longing for something else, the Evangelical crowded, while fifty or eighty | 
something better; this makes our religious years ago the rationalistic were, crowded, and | 
veople more accessible to the words of «| the Evangelice! | 
foreigner who speaks of a higher Christian life. @. That histories of the rise, progress, and | 
If such is the result of the events of the day, decline of German Rationalism have been ap- | 
we need not be dissatisfied. It is a time of pearing for the last fifteen years in the most 
trial for the Church of Christ in Germany, jearned portions of the literature of Germany. | 
bat certainly sent by God with » merciful 3, That such teachers as Tholuck, Julius 
design. inly cont religions life ia hele | Miller, Domer, Twesten, Ullmans. | 
we may ope, and Rothe, most of whom 
therefore, that the trials which have been fessorships with great un in . 
sent will prove not to have been in vain. universities, on secount of their opposition | 
—_—— to rationalistic views, are now particularly 
GERMAN RATIONALISM. honoured on that very account. 
In @ lecture delivered lately at Andover 4. That every prominent German univer- 
Seminary, Conaved, and other| sty, except, Heidelberg, now 
places, on the “ Decline of Rationalism in the dominant Evangelical influences, and that 
paces on the following are|Hjdalberg is nearly empty of theologicl 
among the causes assigned for the power Re- students. 
tionalism has had in Germany :— 5. That the attitude of the General Govern- 
alam hae ed im of Chre-| ment of Berlin has destroyed 
science, or of science without earnestness. with the State Church. 
of the German @. That the victory at Sedan, and the | 
achievement of German unity, diminish the 7 | 
chances of demoralization from European wars, . if 
required of the w and by contagion from France. . ig 
believing or unbelieving. 7. ‘That in the field of exegetical research, , 8 
3. The absence in the State Churches of while Rationalism tas caused the discovery of pif 
the familiar American and English distinc- many new facts, and the adoption of » new 7 oF 
verted, a consequentl stagnant ch mythical theory Strauss, 
4. in and social have 80 as 
to be successively outgrown both by Christian : 
and by rationalistic scholarship. 
Pecsonal conversations of the lecturer with | 
Heidelberg with Dorner, Julius 
6. Support by Miiller, and especially with Tholuck, ar | 
_ odious absolutism in politics. carrated in illustration of the most recent 
7. German university life, in its peculiar facta—Rev. Joseph Cook, in Boston “ Congre- 
limitations and stimulations of free discussion. gationa list.” 
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near 
_ Christians are now an actual majority; the annual idol-procession could 
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Referring to the work of the Church Missionary Society in the extensive districts, of 
which the city of Foéchow is the centre, the scciety’s Record says: Although Foochow it- 


year for want of funds ; ‘and in the public hall the idols have been removed from the place 


~ 


if 
of the accomplished in the 
A ous and toilsome journey in the heart i was 
buh. yest tho It was from the station at 
Kyelang, where he resides, to that at Poo, The missionary preached the Gospel as he had 
| opportunity, and circulated the Scriptures and religions tracts, He had to do this Jast 
with care, for on inquiry, he says, “I learned that some of the natives, believing our books 
colours, The working 
_ the ability the lamas 
decorated proves that 
: the laws relative to | 
drapery. The outlines of the faces were often very fine. per 
be borrowed from the Caucasian rather than the Mongolian race. In 
| idols attempts seem to have been made to give expression to the ideal state of existence— 
namely, that of ‘ perfect peace.’ This has had the effect, in most instances, of imparting the 
| appearance of an utter absence of intellectual power. The idols are formed of clay, and 
then painted ; smaller ones in bronze are often very well cast. In visiting such sacred places 
as the idol-houses of this lamasery, scenes that I had witnessed in Roman Catholic churches 
| were involuntarily revived in my memory, and this was especially the case in the principal 
; rooms, where a female figure occupied the chief niche. On making inquiries as to its signi- 
ficance, I was told that it was a representation of the ‘Great Mother.’ I was naturally 
’ ; desirous of obtaining further information in reference to so interesting a coincidence, but I 
soon found that my guide, although the Gelong or abbot of the monastery, and priding 
himself on having studied in Trashilunpo, the seat of the second Buddhist pope, was unable 
| to give a clear answer to any of my questions.” 
proved so far an itful field, our readers are aware that in the other great cities 
of the Fohkien province, as well as in the country villages, the grace of God has been abun- 
dantly manifested in past years, both in the conversion of the heathen and in the steadfast- 
ness of the converts under much persecution. Lo-Nguong, Ning-Taik, A-Chia, and Ka- 
cheng are familiar names to those who watch the progress of our Chinese missions. It is 
with much thankfulness that we can report on the continuance of a marked blessing in these 
4 and other districts. There were 184 baptisms last year, 158 of which were of adults, and 
these represent but a small proportion of the number of fresh inquirers, or even of those 
who have abandoned idolatry and are believed to be sincere in their Christian profession, 
but who are undergoing some further testing before being admitted to baptism. At Ka- 
cheng alone, Mr. Mahood reports 100 new converts. Many of the individual cases are very 
interesting. The congregations are showing laudable zeal in making known the Gospel to 
others, as well as in the support of their own religious ordinances, At Ku-cheng they 
| have chosen ten young men of their number to be voluntary and unpaid: lay-preachers, 
| and through their instrumentality “ many (in one village twenty-five) have renounced idola- 
1 try, and are trusting in Jesus.” At A-Chia, the people have built a church and mission- 
nm house at their own expense, At general conference of all the catechists in. the mission, 
tf b, it was resolved that four of them should be entirely supported by the free-will offerings of 
/ 


the field. . 


the Ten Commandments substituted. 


The cry is now for more men. The 


= 
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the powers ‘at present in 
Dr. Society's medical mimionary st Hangehow, Chins, reports 
past year 234 opinm-patints hed been discharged from. his 
and 3,300 general cases (out-patients) had been treated. Daily prayers and reading of Serip- 
and 3,300 on Sundays, bad been regularly held, lange numbers thas hearing 
Word of life. —C. Gleaner. 
lium Henderson, of the United Presbyterian Medical Mision at Chsfoe, 
shat af thousand Patienia hal received advice dating the previous 
months through this agency. In speaking of the hospital Dr. Henderson says: “ The cts 
months the. most part of surgical nature, and the sitenling 
reach of the healing art gives rise to considerable astonishment. To minds saturated with 
branch of theories, and who seldom ove cure following their methods of 
surgery comes with electric force, While being strack with what we can do in this | 
department that duty toa native; and they have frequently thanked ; 
roald have done so much for them with our own hands. Thus at once they experience : 
shold indies ofthe foreigner, and atthe tee ae Bie 
the power and exhibited oth these attributes in an infinite degree; 
comm the moat extreme privation and He never Hit 
“power for His own good, bat for that of humanity.’ 
A large Government hospital has been stablished at and, te 
De. Hepburn, has been invited to tke change of i> 
ican, «Christian man, thet he may also teach the 
The him college at Yedo, who dismissed all the forcign 
who even the teaching of moral science in the institution, 
who and the present decor iss warm frend of the Chrisie 
been of moral sence, and appointed two Protedans 
professorial chairs. reaching continue to came from various parts of the main 
chairs. | ones, for minionaries to take change of schools end 
ll, cere, in large in the of 
nd, better Onaka and Yokohams, have been for come time 
at stations which, the signs of the times indicate still greater work of 
nigh at hand. > ' | 
igh st band Secretary of the American Presbyterian Bosnt of 
who is now on the various misious of the Board in Asia, writes Seow: 
work in the empire of Japan. The people are more teachable and imprenibie ‘et On 
work in the empire of youth are nat only redy to, be taught in Christin 
to pay for tuition. even beyond the tresty limite, sre 
patronized, but supported by native contributions, I found Dr. Berry, of Kobe, in charge of ; 
patronized, in outlying towns, whose cost of seven thousand 
wholly raised by natives. one church two years ago, there are now 
churehes in Japan. ves Plas « great desire hes been evinced te best the 
and several conversions have occurred. The truth forces itself upon the 
and up to the Gospel far more rapidly then the 
error, 80 flexible in and so anxious for progress as the J 
error, fat with due Sdelity on the past of the Christian 
be christianized; thus following the lead of 
gascar. be of our veteran Wh? 
One of the ince the fst beginning of hou: 
to me the belief that in twenty-five years Japan 
Thus far the accounts from Japan are favourable. But from other sources we hear cf 
reactionary influences at work. dew York Independent, fot example, states tet 
naive che Goverement to anuwer the charge of 


INDIA. 
7 The Indian Daily News says: “We learn from Abmedabed that a young and accom- 
d plished Hindu girl, the danghter of the Judge of the Local Small Causes Court, Mr. Gopalrow 
; Harry Deshmook, preached a sermon, if we may 80 call it, before a congregation composed of 
Hindu ladies, about forty in number. The congregation met in the Hindu Temple, which 
is used by the Prathna Somaj of Ahmedabad for their prayers. The subject of the discourse 


and explorer, the Rev. Charles New, at the age of thirty-four. Mr. New entered the 


3 
5 


a 


| 
Er 
4 


Though he made great efforts to push on, so as to reach this haven, his strength failed him 


ere he had completed the journey ; and at a place called Lubueni, in the vicinity of Duruma, 
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a a Boddhist or Shinto priest. In the course of the three examinations which have been held 
cam wan not pot decided when the later laft Japen)the magiatzate expressed himeelf severely 
| against Japanese subjects who were not content to learn about Christianity, but broke the 
 o law by professing the forbidden religion. 

was, ‘ We worship only one God.”” 
ly TURKEY. Bai 
| a The Missionary Herald (U.S.) contains very encouraging news fron Zagra, 
| i European Turkey. Two churches have recently been organized under native pastors. The 
a one at Merichleri, six and a-half hours south of Eski Zagra, has nineteen members and 
+ = assumes half the support of the pastor. The examination of candidates gave evidence of the 
(| a value of persecution in developing a Christian knowledge and character. The church at 
ne Tamboul, fourteen hours east of Eski Zagra, has thirteen members and assumes the whole 
support of its pastor. 

H 

oo | Starting a mission in a totally uncivilized country, and in a climate peculiarly trying 
4 to Europeans, implies literally a “ struggle for existence.” The Church Missionary Record, in 
| illustration of this remark, refers to an entry in the journal of the Rev. W. 8. Price (of 
| the Mombas industrial mission, on the East Coast), in which, with appetite spoilt by bodily 
1? | sickness and contact with all-that could offend sight and smell, he longs in vain for a little 
i& plain bread and butter. Almost all the party have suffered severely from attacks of fever 
f since their arrival ; and in the last few lines received from Mr. Price, dated February 17, 
| @ and written in a handwriting that only too plainly shows the weak state he was then in, 
= he expresses his wonder at being “still in the land of the living.” But it must not be sup- 
. posed that the hands of our brethren are hanging down, or their knees feeble. Mr. Price 
, | writes in the true spirit of a soldier of the Crosa, willing to endure any amount of “ hardness” 

A in the cause of Christ; he expresses his strong conviction, based on what be has already 

te seen, that there is a promising and important opening for missionary enterprise in the country; 
| § and he is taking vigorous aud apparently most judicious measures to establish the mission on 
® firm footing, both at Mombas and at K isulidini. 

We regret to record the death, on the Eastern Coast of Africa, of the well-known missior 
a | _for Eastern Africa. For about nine years he was stationed at Ribe, where he was occupied in 
ia acquiring an accurate knowledge of the language of the natives, intructing them in the 
i 2 truths of Christianity, and occasionally penetrating into the interior with a view to the ex- 
i | tension of missionary operations. In one of these expeditions he ascended the great snow- 
topped mountain of Kilima Njaro—a feat which no European had previously accomplished. 
. In 1872, when on his return voyage to England, he, by request, joined the Livingstone 
and for the failure of that unfortunate effort he certainly 
was In nO way responsi Coming to England, he spent two years most usefully in writing 
, | his “Wanderings in East Africa,” and addressing bodies of his countrymen on the 
subject of the African slave-trade and missions 11 -_ ne returned to the scene o 
| 
l@ 46 Bad gone to Uhaga for the purpose of selecting a suitable locality for opening a new 
. FI mission ; but this beneficent design was not appreciated by those whom he so greatly de- 
. i sired to deliver from heathen darkness, The chief at Chags would to have treated 
‘ 


sission station on Lake Nyasa. We 


read - “The intended site is at the southern 


end of Lake Nyassa, on & promontory known as Cape Maclear. It is distant from the sea 


Cataracts, which extend over space of between fifty and sixty 


The mission party, which starts a few weeks 
Zambesi, probably wid the Cape by steamer. 


steam launch, which is being built for the use of 


\ 
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he lay down to die. On Saturday, February 15, the day before his death, he sent « note vy 
carer to his colleague, the Rev. Thomes Wakefield, saying how ill he Mr. 
Wakefield immediately started to render succour to his distremel colleague ; bat before he 
coukd reach the spot where he lay all was over—he had breathed hie lest Mr. Wakefield 
of the of a Church of England missionary who accompanied Sim, 
wih Mr. New’s remains, and who attended the funeral. This was the Rev. W. S. Price, 
of the Mombas mission. At » meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, held just after 
the receipt of the intelligence of Mr. New’s death, the second paper on the agenda was one 
New, and entitled Route Overland from the Pangani to 
Henry Rewlineon, the President, declared on this occasion that the los of 3. ‘Sue 
a very great one, not only to the Geographical Society, of which be ws a distinguished 
member, bat to the cause of Christianity. High tributes to his memory have been also paid 
by Sir Bartle Frere and other gentlemen. 
Th Record contains & the 
On reaching the rivermouth, small iron 
the mission, and is made in sections so as essily . 
to be taken to pieces, With the assistance of « number of natives, 
the an Shirt rivers until the cataracts are reacholy 
ney wa the bost will be unscrewed and carried by porters slong the banks. At the 
wpper part of the cataracts the boat will be put together again, and the Voie continued to 
Lake Nyasm.” Churches are combined in this enterprise—the Free, the 
formed, and the United Presbyterian. 
The Year of Salvation. Words of Life for Every form: of lectures to the students of his class in ' 
of By | the Free Church Collage in In on 
J. J. Vas Oosreezex, “.»- The Festival | introductory chapter we have broaght before us 
Portion of the Year. Translated by C. SFESCE | the relation of the pastoral office to the Church | 
Edinbargh : T. and T. Clark. and the connection between right views of the fs 
A of meditations, each based upon brief one and proper estimate of the other. There 
. passage of Scripture, for six months, commencing follow chapters on the nature of the pastoral ; | | 
with the first Sunday in Advent. They are per- cffice, with the consideration of what constitutes t 
vaded by a tone of deep spirituality, which evi » valid call to its functions and employments; + 
dently has its source in a heart glowing with » on the personal and social life befitting one who .. 
fall sense of the inestimable blessings which be undertakes the responsibilities and duties of such #§ 
long to these whose citizenship is in heaves. In an office ; and on its proper work. This last is fF 
some of the meditations we notice the matured of course dealt with in detail, and is discumed . 
Christian experience and practical wisdom they as comprising homiletios, or the composition and 
diaplay; im others, the author's ripe scholarship; delivery of discourses ; the employment of sub- 
im all, a devout yet joyous spirit. Nothing lew sidiary methods of instruction and counsel ; the ; 
than a combination of these qualities would have devotional services of ; the ad- 
produced this “ Year of Salvation.” A speci- | ministration of discipline 
men of the work will befound, this month, in our and agencies, having a2 
earber pages. the operation or 
Pastorel - @ Treatise om the Office and these 
Daten of Pastor. By cious counsels sre 
FAIRBAIRN, D-D. graphical sketch, 
graphical Sketch of the and T. Clark: will doubtless receive 
Jauzs Doppa. Edinburgh : T. T. Clark. | the fact that 
Tuowan issued since his decease, this trestise will the publication 
a was prepared for the press by ite author, who brief record of the 
xed delivered it repeatedly in the] as that which it bere 


ow 


- 


of 


144 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


The te Scottish Church. By the Rev. 


cially of the prosperity of the Scottish people. 
As a record of the sufferings and the labours of 
some of the worthiest men who ever lived, it is 
fraught with instraction to the members of every 
Church. Dr. M‘Crie does not allow us to forget 
that he is a Presbyterian and a Scotchman ; bat 
he never affects an impartiality for which, what- 
ever others may think, be has evidently no 
admiration. Nor can any objection be fairly 
taken to “The Story of the Scottish Church” 
being told from a Scottish Presbyterian, rather 
than « neutral stand-point. It has at least the 
advantage of enabling the aathor so thoroughly 
to identify himself with his theme as to impart 
to the narration a genial warmth which it could 


The Preacher being some Account 
the Life and Labours of Whaenetl, 
London : Partridge and Co. 

Tux main facts in the life of Whitefield are here 
given within the compass of two hundred brief 
pages. From his birth to his death-bed his 
career is traced with a plainness and simplicity 
which shun the slightest attempt at embellish- 


upon coming out of the coach he found an incre- 


were’ , why leave him to the mercy 
rabble. these, instead of hurting 
formed a lane _ 


(May 1, 
that then parted the upper and lower Moorfields, 


country, on two separate visits as the agent of 


ago it was a capital crime for Japanese subjects 
to leave their country and return ; now the whole 
world is becoming familiar with their features. 


ving Twenty years ago it owned a few cruising ships; 


now it has numerous vessels, comprising the 
beginning of a fleet, with frigates and ironclads. 
Twenty years ago, edicts that pointed to the 
profession or teaching of Christianity as incurring 
death were hung at the corners of the strests ; 
then they were in force; now, though some of 
them still hang where they were, they are like 
the heads of executed criminals : they are a dead 


: to am exceeding great multitade in the lower 
Tus first portion of this work was published | Geidy Vinding euch encouragement, he went 
nearly thirty years ago, under the title of | th. sume evening to Kennington Common, where 
“ Sketches of Scottish Church History,” ©™- | he preached tos vast multitade.” 
housing tha Sram the Sketches of the State of Japan in 1872 and 
of the Revolution. The “ Story” is now brought "the 
down to the epoch of the Disruption, Itisone) 40. 1:5 London : Nisbet and Oo 
¢ of deep interest to all who seck to learn the | 75 wission Board of the Scottish United Pres- 
i true sources of al] national well-being, and espe- byterian Synod has commenced, and the Na- 
e tional Bible Society for Scotland contemplates, 
4 missionary operations in Japan. Dr. Williemsun 
4 has written these brief sketches from that 
- those institutions, to whose secretaries they are 
_ addressed. They have reference chiefly to reli- 
ay | gion and education, but also contain a number 
| of facts on the general condition and progress of 
the country, and are preceded by an introduc- 
fs | tion, in which the Rev. Dr. Macgill tells, in 
1 § | broad outline, the story of the revolution in 
| 2 | Japan, with its causes and results, and indicates 
: the present position of the nation im relation to 
commerce and Christianity. “Japan,” writes 
(2 Dr. Macgill, “ seems destined to be a power in 
otherwise possess. the world, and, by God's blessing, quickly to 
1 attain its power. Let it only be christianized. 
ie. Twenty years ago it was isolated from the rest 
| of the world, almost as if it had belonged tos 
| = separate planet. The exception to this consisted 
) chiefly of a few yards of soil, where the Dutch 
1 | traders had stooped for generations to be de- 
& spised and detested as ignominious traders. 
| & Now Japan is represented in every powerful 
if ment, and which leave the man and his work to | seat of government in the world. Twenty years 
i” make their own unaided impression on the mind 
1 @ scribes the first occasion of his preaching in 
f Moorfields (in 1739): “Public notice 
| a been given, and the thing being new and singular, 
wa. told him that he would never come again out of 
a that place alive. He went in, however, between 
two of his friends, who by the pressure of the 
crowd were soon parted entirely from him, and 
in the field, and there are more to follow, and 
(where table had been | none of them speak of danger. Telegraphs, rail- 
placed, which was en in pieces the | ways, engineering, schools, colleges, are all in 
crowd}, and afterwenie beck agua te the wall | prepa’ | 
| 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Wed- 
nesday, April 5; John Finch, Eeq., Treasurer, 
in the chair, After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. C. M. Birrell. 
The minates of last meeting were read and 
approved. The following new members were 
unanimously admitted :— 

R. W. Shipway, Esq., and Mrs. Shipway, 

Kilburn. 
Sidney Smith, Esq., Kilburn. 


2, 


statement that the Porte had never thought of 
forbidding the printing and sale of the Bible 
in Turkey. Probably his Excellency really 
does not know how vulnerable he is at this 
point. He appears not to be aware that the 
American Minister has been engaged for 
months past in seeking for suitable indemni- 
fication for Governmental and official inter- 
ference with the sale of the Bible, and for 
trespass upon the premises of the Bible House 
in this city. He appears not to know, also, 
that the Government positively and formally 
forbade the printing of the Bible in the 


Turkish language last summer, and that the 


and formal application for permission 
t has to this day been formally and 
As 


to prin 
persistently refused. 
Vizier and the British Ambassador, the ex- 


. | Sweden 


between the Grand. 


iled family at Smyrna are free to go anywhere 
except to Marash, but as between them and 
the official authorities bver them, liberty to 
leave Smyrna is still refused.” 

A letter was also read from a correspondent 
at Beyrout, calling attention to an address pro- 
nounced by the present Sultan on the 10th 
of May, 1868, published in the Archives 
Drplomatiques, and in which the following 
sentence occurs: “ Pource qui concerne les 
croyances religieuses chacun suit sa conviction 
et il ne saurait y avoir de question sur ce 
point.” The writer adds : “ You must not let 
this matter of religious drop till 
it is thoroughly sifted; and if I am not mis- 
taken, the British public will find more 
things in the State of Turkey that call for 
redress than they anticipate.” 

FINANCE. 

The cash statement and liabilities for the 
nine months of the year from July 1, 1874, to 
the 31st of March, 1875, were presented, show- 
ing the receipts from various sources to have 
amounted to 976/. O*, 9d., the expenditure to 
1,163/, 148. 6d.; balance of liabilities against 
the Alliance, 250/. 16s. 7d. 

PROPOSED GENERAL CONFERENCE IN ROME. 

Letters were read from Norway and 

expressing hearty concurrence in the 
proposed assembly for deliberation in Rome, 
next year, of Christians of various countries. 
The opinion was expressed that a conference 


:|im that city would be “a new evidence of 
‘the great mission entrusted by God to the 


Evangelical Alliance, and likely to present a 
useful testimony to the unity of our Lord’s 
true Church.” 

The letter addressed to the Secretary from 
members of the New York Committee of the 
Alliance on the subject referred to in previous 
minutes, was taken into consideration. The 
Secretary was instructed to convey the affec- 
‘tionate salutations of this Council to their 
brethren, whose signatures are attached to the 
letter of 19th, January last, and to inform 
them that their views relating to the pro- 
posed Conference have had their serious at- 
tention; that in order to arrive at a decision 
in harmony with the combined views of the 
general body of the Evangelical Alliance, it 
has-been resolved to defer the consideration 
to the next meeting of the British Organiza- 
of this year in Belfast, when it is hoped the 


Rey. David Blellock, Hampstead. : 
Campbell Douglas, Eaq., Glasgow. 
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 
The Secretary reported that, in reply to a 
communication made to Her Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of the resolution passed at the meeting held 
at the house of Lord Ebury on the 18th of 
March last, the Earl of Derby had appointed | 
Tuesday, April 6, to receive a deputation 
at the Foreign Office. 
names of Christians in Turkey, gratitade 
| 
referring to the correspondence of Musurus | 
Pasha with the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, ar. 
“ You will doubtless have replied to Musurus | § 
Pasha’s letter before this reaches you, and I 
will refer but to a single point in it—viz, the 
| 


| 


— 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY.—DEPUTATION TO THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


A deputation from the Evangelical Alliance 
and other bodies, on the subject of religious 
persecution in Turkey, was received on April 6 


by the Earl of Derby at the Foreign Office. 


The deputation, which was introduced 
Lord Lawrence, consisted of the following 

: Lord Francis Conyugham, 
Sir Henry Havelock, Bart., ur, Mr. A. M‘Ar- 
thur, «r., Major Peploe, up, Colonel the 
Hon. Strange Jocelyn, Mr. James P. Corry, 
Mr. George Anderson, Mr. John 


Mr. W. Ward, Lieut-Colonel R. Wilmot 
Brooks, Mr. R. N. Fowler, Mr. Samuel Gurney, 
Mr. J. Lambert Jones, Mr. Robert Johnston, 
Mr. Thomas Seccombe, Rev. Charles M. Bir- 
rell, Rev. Robert Johnston, Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon (Secretary of the Christian Vernacular 
Education Society); Rev. Charles Jackson, 
Mr. Henry F. Bowker, and Mr. Joseph Hoare, 
representing the British and Foreign Bible 
Society ; Captain the Hon. F. Mande and 
General A. Clarke, representing the Church 
Missionary Society; the Rev. James Davis, 
and the Rev. C. de Boinville. 

Lord Lawrence having introduced the depu- 
tation, said that letters had been received from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Earl of 
Chichester, the Earl of Harrowby, Lord 
Ebury, and several members of Parliament, 
expressing regret at being unavoidably absent 
and their deep interest in the object of this 
interview. In the absence of the Archbishop, 
it had devolved upon him to express the feel- 
ings of the several societies represented by 
the deputation. A meeting was recently held 
at Lord Ebury’s, when a resolution was passed 


(moved by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
seconded by himself, Lord Lawrence 
gretting that the Grand Vizier of Turkey 
refused to apply to the Sultan for an audience 


by | for the deputation which recently visited Con- 


stantinople. The meeting also resolved to 
request the Earl of Derby to instruct the 


British Ambassador at Constantinople to pre- 
sent the memorial to the Sultan which the 


promulgated by the late Sultan in 1856, and 
quoted the words of his Majesty’s firman, 
“ Henceforward neither shall Christians be 


| 
1; 156 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (May 4, 1896 
| delegates from the United States, as well as PROVINCIAL VISITATION. 
from European countries, will be present. The Rev. C. do Boinville reported his recent 
visit to Glasgow ; that, after much commu- 
| ‘ UNITED PRAYER. nication with the ministers and others of the 
c. of various foreign branches of this Alliance, | consent to reorganize the branch of this 
. giving gratifying accounts of the observance Alliance which formerly existed in that city. 
N of the January Week of United Prayer. A A resolution had been paseed at a meeting 
letter from Vienna gave gratifying accounts held for.the purpose, at which he had been 
. = of public meetings held for the first time in | present, and farther steps were about to be 
| & that city. The observance of the Janvary taken in order to promote the desired object. 
# i Week of Prayer proved very successful, and DEATH OF F. WILLA, ESQ 
another united meeting was held on the 25th The members and friends of the Evangelical 
P| 4 of March. Communications had been re-| Alliance will learn with regret the death of 
| ceived from Dublin, and other parts of Ireland, | Frederick Wills, Eeq., of Clevedon. He was 
t relative to the observance of the 17th of March | always a warm friend of the Alliance, had 
* last as the Day of Special Prayer for Ireland. been for some years a member of the Council, 
Meetings had been held in many places with | and had assisted on several occasions at the 
very gratifying results. annual conferences and meetings. 
puta! on Had Wilh LICeliency, OF 
es. adopt such other methods as might be thought 
= ‘ Finch, General Burrows, Mr. Bedford Marsh, | likely to accomplish the desired object. The 
|e memorial contained nothing that could give the 
4 ightest offence. It embodied the sentiments 
| 
; = be in any way persecuted for their religion.” < 
The particular cases intended to be brought 
: oe before the Sultan were two, in which the 
liberality of sentiment expreseed in the firman 
had been entirely departed from. In one 
case two Christians of Marash had been taken 
[ from their homes, beaten, imprisoned, and 
| banished to Smyrna ig consequence of their 
. religion. The other case was that of the An- 
sairyeh converts taken at Latakia and cruelly 
used because of their refusal to abjure the 
| Turkey owed to England, Christians in this 
if country considered it their duty to press upon 
@ should ir play. The deputation trusted 
thet lordship would take into consideration 
| what was urged in the memorial and in the 
3 resolution passed at Lord Ebury’s, and that | 
\ 


0 


Christianity did not exempt them from the | men 


} 


- 
* 


observ- 
the Turkish Government against Christianity. | ing all that passed ; besides, they were above 
Since 1861 the Bible Society had, with the | the age of military service. It is cléar, there- 
knowledge of the Turkish Government, ex- | fore, that the charge brought against these 
pended 7,000L upon the preparation of a| Christians of not presenting themselves, is a 
translation of the Bible into the Turkish lan- | pure fiction, and should open the eyes of the 
guage. The translation was now complete, | Christian public, and especially of statesmen 
and application to the Turkish Government | responsible for holding Turkey to her engage- 
for permission to print had been made, but | ments, to the deceit practised by the Turkish 
to the present time no official consent had | authorities in order to cover their intolerance 


been given. | | 
‘Sir Henry Havelock said perhaps the dis- 


MEETINGS IN THE PROVINCES. 


A large and influential meeting was held satisfaction at seeing so many present, 
on Wednesday, April 7, at the house of Mr. | explained the object for which they had been 
Henry Lee, Sedgley Park, to meet Lord | asked to attend. Public attention had been 


Conyngham, m.P., Mr. Samuel Gurney, Mr. 


called to cases of which “had 


persecution 
Jabez Johnson, and the Rev. James Davis, | occurred in the Turkish empire, and which 
from London, members of the deputation re-| to the present time had not been redressed. 


cently returned from Constantinople. 


After prayer, offered by the Rev. Stamford | tians of all Evangelical denominations and of 


| 
ig saffer-| into Lord Derby's hands, to be dealt with in 
* fathers and husbands The Hon. Francis Mande, on behalf of the 
been 
i = ion retired. 
| H made had not been so effectual in Constanti- | t $nitish Ambassador that the Turks 
: nople as had been anticipated. He reminded | Government had recently, and for the first 
Lord Derby that Sir Moses Montefiore and | time, justified their severities to the Ansairyeh 
‘a the Papal Nuncio had received audiences of | conseripts on the ground that three years 
/ the Sultan. It was also the custom of his| since the men should have presented them- 
‘y Majesty to receive # petition or memorial | selves for enrolment ; that not having done 
| if from the poorest of his subjects, who pre-| so, they had been regarded as deserters, which 
f sented it to him at the door of the mosque| accounted for their seizure, and the blows, 
: where he worshipped. For obvious reasons | bonds, and imprisonment they had endured 
| the deputation would not adopt that course. | from the local authorities. His Excellency, no- 
Bn The Rev. Charles Jackson, Secretary of the | ticing thet this novel plea was urged only after 
| § British and Foreign Bible Society, read ex-| fifteen months’ agitation of the question, pro- 
tracts from a correspondence which was pre- | nounced it to be suspicious, and requested the 
¥ sented to Parliament in 1865 between Aali| Turkish Government to institute an inquiry 
e Pasha, the Turkish Minister for Foreign Af- | that should be open, fair, and satisfactory. 
fairs, and Earl Russell, in which Aali Pasha} “Information has just been received that the 
| = wrote—* Every one is now free to profess his | men now serving at Beyrout, on being ques- 
ne own religion and to follow his own form of | tioned, declare that, far from ever refusing to 
a worship,” and, “I think it my duty to add | present themselves for conscription, they were 
3 that the free sale and circulation of the Bible | never called upon to do so; and that when- 
i i continues, and will always continue, to be | ever the officer visited the neighbourhood for 
t authorized in the empire.” Now, however, | the purpose of conscription, they were always 
i 


in the public journals, 


its deliberate convic- 


siti 


conscience’ sake 


the chil- 


had been maile in the 


alterations 


those who had 


suffered so severely, 
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countrien, had taken similar action to that | dren of the family at were now 
which hed been successful on like occasions permitted to attend the Christian school, and 
in other lands. It had sent out a deputation the Governor of Latakia had been removed. 
to Constantinople with an sddres on the Still farther efforts were needed to obtain the 
subject to his Majesty the Sulten, an account restoration to their homes and useful occupe- 
of which was then to be given by the noble tion of those who had been so violently taken 
- lord and other members. . | away. Mr. Davis appealed to the Christians 
Lord Francis Conyngham said he had hed of Manchester to strengthen the action of the | 
the honour of acting as chairman of the de- Alliance, by giving to it their hearty and 
putation, which had proceeded to Constanti- generous support. 
nople, encouraged by the statement officially The following resolution, moved by Mr. 
made to the British Ambassador, and com- Richard Haworth, seconded by Mr. Henry 
swunicated by the Earl of Derby, thet they Lee, and supported by Mr. John Rylands, 
would be allowed personally to present the was unanimously passed: “ This meeting has 
address to the Sultan. He an account much interest the statements of 
several cases of N. Conyagham, ur., and of 
te the Anmiryeh Gurney and Johnson and the Rev. 
to Mustapha relative to their recent mission 
at Marash, on behalf of Christians 
had been suffering religious persecution in Turkey. It 
had seen desires to express its regret that the deputa- 
that they were tion, representing so large and influential « 
forbidden to body of Christians of various countries, were 
had been not allowed the opportunity of laying before 
cause of the his Majesty the Sultan the memorial narrating 
subjected to was thé proceedings of local authorities, so contrary 
their faith in to the terms of the Imperial decree granting 
and renounced Moham: full religions liberty to all his Majesty's eub- | 
| particulars were g jects, This meeting approves the course taken ' 
received from by the Council of the Evangelical Alliance | 
ies in Constantinople in endeavouring to obtain protection for our 
was taken in the objec Christian brethren in Turkey, and would 
deputation had a assure them of the support which Christians 
the Turkish Minister in Manchester are ready to give them in fur- 
Pasha), on whom 4 therance @fthe object desired.” 
impression bad been made, but > DUBLIN. 
being referred to the Grand Vizier, he had At a meeting of the Dublin Branch of the 
bad pee an audience, or to grant Evangelical Alliance, held in Dablin on Friday, 
of the memorial. The matter was April 9—the Right Hon. William Brooke 
hands of the Christians of this in the chair—the following resolution was 
who, he hoped, would support the moved by J. H. Swaatin, Esq,, 1.7, seconded 
Alliance in their efforts to a- by the Rev. W, B. Kirkpatrick, D.p., supported 
the end desired. by the Rev. Edward Norman, mas. and 
Gurney also addressed the carried unanimously : “That, after hearing 
and Mr. Jabez Johnson alluded to statements relative to recent transactions in 
the EEE thrown in the way of the depu- Turkey, sustained by the testimony of Chris- 
tation as soon as they arrived in Constan- tian ministers and others resident in Latakia, 
tinople, and expressed his regret and dissp- Damascus, Beyrout, Marash, and Constan- 
pointment at the want of support on the pert tincple, and bearing in mind the correspond- 
of the official representative of this country. ence which bas appeared [ii 
The Rev. James Davis gave an interesting this meeting expresses 
account of the mission among the Ansairyeh. tion that painful instances of religious per- 
He said good results had already followed the secution have occurred, and continue to be 
visit of the deputation to Turkey. The suffered by converts to Christianity, in direct 
Turkish Government had seen that these violation of the Hatti-Scherift granting OM 
acts of oppression endured by Christians for religious liberty to all subjects o his Majesty | 
could not be done in secret; the Sultan. This meeting further expresses 
of its entire approval of the steps taken by the 
a a Council of the Evangelical Alliance in this 


fi! 


| 


“@g-- - © 


\ JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. 
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